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OF 
PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, 
ar H 


The Meeting-houſe over-againſt the Library 
in Red-croſs-ſtreet, May the 5th, 1763: 


BEING 


The Day appointed by his Moſt Excellent Majeſty 
King GeorGcr, for a Solemn Thankſgiving to 
ALMIGHTY GOD, for reſtoring PzAC E to 
theſe Realms. 


By THOMAS CRAN ER. 


Publiſhed at the unanimous Requeſt of 7M Church 
and Auditory. 


J am for Peace.” PS ALM cxx. 7. 


L ON D ON: . 
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Cuuncn of CH RIST, 


Together with 


The AupiTory that ſtatedly attend 
upon my ane, 


1 heartily wiſh all Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 
may abound, and be multiplied from God 
the Father, and from our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, through the 
ſpecial in Anences and benign operation of 
God the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of Peace. 


Brethren and Friends, Beloved greatly in the Lord, 


DID not think that this plain and un- 

poliſhed diſcourſe would have met with 
ſuch approbation, at this time, when I con- 
fider the unhappy differences in ſentiments 
that ſubſiſt among us, and the factious ſpirit 
that reigns. 


It grieves me to the heart to ſee and to 


hear the heats, animoſities, and confuſions, 


A 2 , which 


— 


1 
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which take place among the inhabitants of 
this happy iſle. But that which wounds me 
deepeſt, for it makes my heart ready to bleed, 
is to think that any who call themſelves Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters ſhould join the giddy mul- 
titude at this juncture, and follow them to 
do evil: when, inſtead of giving into the 
common cry, the common diſcontent, it 
ſhould be their great concern, as I know 
it is their intereft, to ſhew that they are the 
quiet of the land, and to do all that. is in 
their power to diſcourage and diſcountenance 
this popular clamour, to do the utmoſt they 
can to ftrengthen the hands of the beſt of 
kings, in this tumultuous ſeaſon ; for really 
2 tumult is made, and diviſions are fo- 
mented, which occaſion great ſearchings of 
heart (as it is ſaid in Judges, for the diviſions 

of Reuben there were great ſearchings of 
heart, chap. v. ver. 16.) with ſome who are 

troubled hereat, and are concerned for, and 

ate waiting to ſee how theſe commotions will 
iſſue. | 
For my part; I cannot but think, as dark 
as _ diſpenſation may and does appear, all 
5 things 


* 
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things will end in Peace; and that he who 
has made war to ceaſe unto the ends of the 


eatth, will give Peace in our border, and 


cauſe this clamour to ſubſide. Yea, I am 
perſuaded that our God, who has hitherto 
fruſtrated the invidious defigns of our ene- 
mies as a nation, will fruſtrate them again; 
for though it gives them pleaſure to ſee us 


wrangle fo much among ourſelves; and 


makes them ſay, Aha! So would ve have 
it; yet he who fits in the heavens hath 


them in deriſion: though the clouds may 
gather thicker, and the day look darker, 


yet be not diſmayed, but be upon your 
watch, yea, watch unto prayer, all is un- 
der the conduct and management of the 
God of Peace, all is well, and all is wiſely 
ordered, and will be over-ruled by a cove- 


nant-keeping God for the beſt. For all things 


work together for good to them that love 
God, and are the called according to his pur- 
poſe, who worketh all things according to 
the counſel of his own will. He fitteth upon 
the flood,. yea, the Lord fitteth King for ever. 
And though we are a ſinful people, a mot 
murmuring, 
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murmuring, diſcontented generation, a ſeed 
of evil-doers; though iniquity does abound, 


and the love of many waxes cold, yet, never- 
theleſs, the Lord has a few names amongſt 
us, who are not carried away by the common 
deluge; though theſe have been and are too 
much at eaſe in Zion, yet the Lord will not 
forſake his people; though he may viſit them 
with his rod, his loving kindneſs will he not 
take away, nor ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail. 
My defire is, that by theſe lower ſhakings, 
theſe uproars, the Lord will awaken and ſtir 
them up, unite them heart and hand to- 
gether, as one man, to ſeek the Lord more 


diligently, to pray more fervently, and to be 
more conſcientious in their worſhipping of 
him, and attendance on his inſtitutions, both 


on Lord's-days and other ſeaſons; and may 
you with them be kept from falling, kept 


waiting on the Lord, who has promiſed, that 


they that wait on the Lord ſhall renew their 
ſtrength, and in keeping his Commands caged 


is great reward. 


It is true, theſe are ſhaking times, theſe are 


trying ſeaſons, when any attempts are made 


to 


Fd 
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to ſhake the foundations, and to put them 
out of courſe; to ſpread report upon report, 


and rumour upon rumour, to ſtir up and ruffle 
the minds of the people; yet be not intimi- 
dated, for the foundation of God ſtandeth 
ſure, having this ſeal, he knows them that 
are his: therefore, they who have this eternal 
God for their refuge, and his everlaſting arms 


underneath them for their ſupport, can never 


ſink nor be removed. 


I muſt confeſs, the things which I deli- 
vered in this diſcourſe, on the day I preached 
it, lay with more than ordinary weight and 
warmth upon my ſoul, and I was determined 
to ſpeak out plainly and clearly my ſentiments 
on the ſubject before me. I ſought not to 
pleaſe or diſpleaſe any one; I was concerned 
for your edification and inſtruction, as I am 
at all times; and it is no ſmall pleaſure when 
I am, in any reſpect, honoured with uſeful- 


neſs unto you; and if any received the leaſt 


benefit by this diſcourſe (I deſire God may 
have all the glory) which I preſume they did, 


and was the reaſon of your being ſo unanimous 


in your requeſt for its being publiſhed, 


Now, 
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Now, as it is come abroad, it claims your 
patronage. But, that I may not tire your pa- 
tience, ſhall only obſerve, that I have made 
ſome additions, and ſome little alterations. 

And fol leave it in the hands of him who 
knows how to perfect his own praiſe out of 
the mouth or from the hand of a babe. 

Thus I reſt, wiſhing that you may live in 
Peace, and find the God of Peace to be with 
you, bruiſing Satan under. your feet, and giving 
you the bleſſing of Peace in your families, 
in the world, and in the houſe of God; and 
am, 


Brethren and Friends, 
Your Brother, 
| and affectionate Paſtor 
| under the Great Shepherd, 


Tuouas CRANER. 


o 


We are aſſembled together, this day, upon an 
errand that is very agreeable and pleaſing. 
Our gracious God has ſeen meet to ſucceed 


our forces, by ſea and land, greatly, in the 


ſeveral ſtages of the late cruel war ; and has 
ſo reduced the power of our perfidious foes, 
as that they have ſued for peace. And as 


peace is concluded, we are, by authority, 


called together, this day, to record the good- 
neſs of the Lord, and to give thanks to his 
name: and that what I have to obſerve may 
have its due weight on all our minds, I ſhall 
recommend, to your ſerious conſideration, 
thoſe words you have in | 


Ps AL M XXiX. 11. 
The Lord will bleſs his People with Peace. 


EACE is a bleſſing, a great one indeed; 
P and truly ſo eſteemed by all that are 
fearers of the God of peace. 4 RY? 
Domeſtic, or family peace, church peace 
and national peace, are privileges highly priz- 
ed by all the ſons of peace. Hence, the royal 
Pſalmiſt, and ſweet finger of Iſrael faith, Be- 
hold how good and how pleaſant it is for brethren 
to duell together in unity, Palm cxxxili. 1. 


Was 
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2 NATIONAL PEACE 


Was it not this that we, as a nation, were 
ſolicitous for on our ſolemn faſts? and, as a 
people, have we not been much, very much | 
concerned to ſeek the bleſſing of peace, from 
time to time, at the throne of grace in our 
meetings, both on Lord's days and on week 


days? Witneis the Monday evenings ſet apart 


for ſolemn prayer by our brethren of the Con- 
gregational Denomination : and the Friday 
evenings obſerved by our brethren of the Bap- 


_ tiſtpertuaſion ; not to forget your own practice 


of employing an evening once a fortnight for the 
ſame ſacręed purpoſe, "And has our God heard 


and anſwered our prayers in giving'to us the 


defire of our hearts, 'in performing his pro- 
miſe, where he ſaith, I ii givr Peace in the 
land, and you ſhall lie down, and none Nall 

make you afraid, Lev. xxvi. 6. And, in 
another part of the ſacred volume, he faith! 


In this place will I give Peace, Hag. ii. 9. 


Now though this land and this place may, 
literally, reſpect the Land of Canaan, and 


the Temple of the Lord, which was rebuilt 


there, they may, with propriety, be applied 
to the Britiſh iſles, which, as another Canaan, 


are the glory of the whoje carth, and the envy. 


of all the nations in the world, Thus, as it 


was with Ifracl's ſons of old, God's peculiar 


people, the lines are fallen to us in pleaſant, 


very pleaſant places; ; and we. have a goodly 


Heritage, a goodly heritage indeed ; for, have 
we not all that we can with for or deſire ? We 
© 2 want 


45 
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want for nothing but a thankful heart, an 
heart religiouſly to improve the mercies we 
_ Enjoy. . 

And, notwithſtanding all the grumbling 
and diſquietude of malecontents, and how- 
ever things have been and may be miſrepre- 
ſented, with reference to the preſent treaty of 
Peace, I muſt take the liberty to ſay, that I 
look upon it to be an honourable one, and 
that we have reaſon to bleſs our God, who; 
according to his word, hath given Peace in 
our borders, Plalm cxlvii. 14. tor whatſoever 
we may imagine, it is his doing, it is his pre- 
rogative, it is his work, and it is marvellous in 
our eyes: whatever views others may have of 
it, we eſteem it a bleſſing, and a great one 
indeed. For it is very well known, that War 


is one of God's fore judgments ; ſo it is called 
in the prophecies of Ezekiel, chap. xiv. 21. 


For thus ſaith the Lord God, How much more 
when J ſend my four fore judgments upon Fe- 
ruſalem, the ſword, &c, thus you ſee the ſword; 
or war, comes in firſt; this leads the van: 
Oh! what deſolation, what devaſtation does the 
waſting ſword make when it receives its com- 
miſſion ! and what cruel deſtruction has it 


made during the late bloody war ! what num- 


bers of widows and fatherleſs children! what 
deſolation in fruitful countries has it occaſion- 
ed! and ſhall we be fo devoid of humanity, as 
not to be thankful that God has put it into 
the hearts of the belligerant powers to ſheath 
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4 NATIONAL PEACE 
the ſword, and put an end to the effuſion of 
blood ? for he has the hearts of the potentates 
of the earth in his hand, as the ſacred oracles 
declare: The King's heart is in the hand of 
the Lord, and he turneth it as rivers of water 
whitherſoever he will, Prov. xxi. 1. It is he, 
1 fay, that maketh Peace, and he that pives 
the waſting ſword its commiſſion whenever it 
goes forth: hence the Lord himſelf faith, by 
the prophet Iſaiah, I form the hight, and 
create darkneſs, I make Peace, I the Lord do all 
theſe things, chap. xlv. 7. This is his prero- 
gative alone, this he claims as his proper right; 
and therefore we ought to reſt ſatisfied there- 
with. And if any imagine, that the preſent 
Peace is not ſo good as they expected, they 
have no reaſon to be diſpleaſed therewith: 
for I'll venture to ſay, that could Peace have 
been come at upon ſuch honourable and ad- 
vantageous terms to the trade and commerce 
of theſe kingdoms but the preceding year, 
it would have been extolled to the ſkies, and 
we ſhould, generally, have rejoiced therein; and 
therefore I'll take upon me to ſay, we have no 
reaſon to grumble thereat now, nor at any 
tine on the account thereof; for it is far 
better than we deſerve, My reaſon for thus 
ſaying is, are we not a God-provoking peo- 
ple? and have we not, during the late War, 
trifled with the Lord, the God of Iirael ? have 
we not provoked the eyes of his glory ? have 
we not, as a nation, tranſgreſſed againſt him 
wm times 
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times without number? and when, at any 
time, ſucceſs was given to our forces, have we 
not aſcribed the honour and the glory thereof 
to the wiſdom of ſuch a man, or ſuch a ſet 
of men, and not unto the Lord the God of 
Hoſts? to the wiſdom of our councils in plan- 
ing, and the intrepidity of our forces in the 
execution of their plans? which is really to ſa- 
crifice to our own net, and burn incenſe to 


our own drag; which made the prophet, in a 
like caſe, complain of a rebellious people, 


whom we, as a nation, are too much like: I 
mean, the Iſraelitiſh nation, who were ſeldom 
ealy and quiet, notwithſtanding they were 
loaded with benefits, and had mercy heaped 
upon mercy, yet were they always grumb- 
ling and diffatisfied: and when they had 
gained any advantage over their enemies, the 
prophet tells us this was their conduct; for, 
ſays he of them, they ſacrificed to their own 
net, and burnt incenſe to thetr own Pn drag, Ha- 
bak. i. 16. 

Let us not follow ſo bad a pattern, ſuch a 
pernicious example, and be diſquieted in our 
minds, if the preſent Peace is not as we could 
with ; though, for my part, I muſt frankly 
. own I know not what we could have, or 
what we could reaſonably deſire more than we 
have. Is there not proviſion made for the ex- 
tending our trade and commerce to diſtant 
parts of the globe? are not our civil and re- 


 kgious liberties ſecured, and an opportunity 
given 
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given to us of ſpreading the Goſpel of Chriſt 


where his name was never known, nor his 
fame heard of? therefore I ſee no reaſon for 
ſuch grumbling at the Peace, nor for being 
diffatished with thoſe honourable perſons con- 
cerned in the making thereof. This is, in 
fact, to murmur againſt the Lord; for thus 
Moſes reaſons with the complaining tribes, 
ſaying, what are we that you murmur againſt 
us? your murmurings are not againſt us, but 


againſt the Lord, Exod. xvi. 7, 8. Beſides, 


this is to ſpeak evil of dignities ; which is con- 
trary unto the Scriptures, which ſhould be the 


only rule of our faith and practice. 


But ſuppoſe, for argument's ſake, that our 
great men, that our wiſe men, who were 
concerned in this veeighty affair, as ſome ima- 


gine, nay, are not afraid to ſay, that they 
have been turned backwards ; inſtead of re- 


flecting, grumbling, murmuring, or com- 
plaining, we ſhould call to mind who it is that 
hath done this. If we pay any regard to the 


word of God, the volume of inſpiration de- 


clares, that when ſuch an occurrence takes place 


in a way of providential rebuke on a nation, 
it is the Lord's doing; it is he that expreſly 
aſſerts this to be his work; Thus ſaith the Lord 


thy Redeemer, and he that formed thee from 


the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things, 


that ſtretcheth forth the heavens alone, that 


fpreadeth abroad the earth by m Mell that fruſ-. 


trateth the tokens of the li ars, and maketh di- 
viners 


A Choice Bleſſing of the Lord. 7 
viners mad, that turneth wiſe men backward, 
and maketh their knowledge fookſh, Tia. xliv, 
24, 25. Butas there is not the leaſt appearance 
of any thing of this nature (for every thing 
in the preſent treaty ſeems to be well con- 
certed, and wiſely adjuſted tor the good of 
the nation) there is, therefore, no ground 
for ſuch clamour as we are dinned with, from 
day to day : nor is there any reaſon to blame 
thoſe noble perſonages concerned therein, 
Wheretore, then, it we will complain, and 
mult impute blame to any, let us begin at 
home, and lay the blame at the right door, 
even our fins, as a people and a nation: for if 
any thing is amiſs, it is they that have occaſioned 
it; or if any good is withholden, it is they that 
are the cauſe of it, and we have procured this 
unto ourſelves, as the prophet chargeth a back- 
{liding people, laying, Li theu not procured 
{his unto thyſelf, in that thou haſt forſaken the, 
Lord thy God? Jer. ii. 17. Or as the Lord 
himſelf declares, chap. v. 25, Your iniguities 
bave turned away theſe things, and your fins 
bave witbbolden good things from you; which, 
if we were rightly ſenſible of, and duly af- 
fected with our God-provoking ſins, EK 
. would effeRually put an end to that murmur- 
ing ſpirit, that, I am ſorry to ſee, ſo much 
prevails in the nation: and I am grieved ta 
think, that any who call themſelves Proteſtant, 
Diſſenters ſhould be carried away with the 
| giddy multitude ; ; that they ſhould be ſo infa- 
tuated 
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tuated as to fall in with the common crowd : 
have we not all we could with for or deſire? 
have we not liberty to worſhip God, and none 
dare make us afraid? what have we to fear, 
ſo long as we are aſſured that dur gracious So- 
vereign will maintain the Toleration act in- 
violable? Let us, therefore, who profeſs to 
be the followers of him who is the prince of 
Peace ; let us be concerned, who are the ſons 
of Peace, to follow the things that make for 
Peace; to diſcountenance all this popular cla- 
mour, and do all that is in our power to make 
the crown eaſy, and the government light 
unto the beſt of kings: for are not all the 
bleſſings which can render life itſelf deſirable, 
or endear us to ſociety, centered in our preſent 
happy conſtitution, and his auſpicious govern- 
ment? in ſo doing we ſhall adorn our pro- 
feſſion, and act agreeable to our high cha- 
racter. e 
But I come now to the words I firſt read, 
The Lord will bleſs bis people with Peace. A 
moſt charming theme, delightful news, and 
a moſt joyful found ! How beautiful, there- 
fore, -muſt their feet be, who publiſh Peace, 
ho bring good tidings of good things, that ſay 
unto Sion, thy God reigneth! . 
The Pſalm, of which my text is a part, 
was penned by the ſweet pſalmiſt and finger 
of Iſrael, on the occaſion, as ſome think, of 
his removing the ark of God to the place he 
had provided for it, Accordingly this pſalm 
s was 
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was ſung by the Judaical church, in her ſo- 


lemn aſſemblies. And as he was concerned 
to make his moſt humble acknowledgments 
to the Lord of his life, and give all the glory 
where it is all juſtly due, he records the praiſes 
of the Lord in moſt exalted ſtrains ; he calls 


on princes and great perſonages, yea, high 


and low, to join with him in giving thanks 
unto the Lord, even the glory that is due to 
his name; becauſe he is the Lord God om- 
nipotent. And alſo he proceeds to tell us, 
that the voice of the Lord is upon the waters, 
the God of glory thundereth ; that the Lord 
is upon many waters, and the voice of the 


Lord is powerful, the voice of the Lord is 


full of majeſty. And ſeeing now David was 
bringing up the ark of God, this was a very 
teaching ordinance unto him ; for by looki 


unto the ark, he was led to look unto Chriſt, 


who is the antitype thereof, the true ark, and 
the ſinner's hiding- place: and ſo elated was 
his holy ſoul, his triumphant ſpirit was filled 

with ſuch a ſenſe of divine — and grace, 
that he danced before the Lord with all his 
might, 2 Sam. vi. 14. having his eye to God's 


Chrift, who was typified by that ark he had 


his eye upon. Yea, it is clear to me, from 
the word that Chriſt is this voice of the Lord, 


which was upon the waters, from what Jeſus 
faith, in the Goſpel of John, the Father 2 N 


which ſent me, hath born auitneſi of me. Ye 
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neither heard his voice at any time, nor ſeen 
his ſhape. John v. 37. From whence it is 
evident, that the Father had a voice to be 
heard, and a ſhape to be ſeen; and this voice 
was no other than Emmanuel, the Word, the 
great and glorious God-man, who was with 
the Father from the beginning, and that ſpake 
in all God's councils in behalf of the people; 
that the Father had given to him; and this 
word, in the twenty-ninth Pſalm, was lite- 
rally fulfilled, I apprehend, when Jeſus walked 
upon. the lake of Tiberias, or the ſea of Ga- 
lilee. According to what we read in Matthew 
xiv. ver. 25. Jeſus went unto them, walking 
on the ſea. They ſaw him tread the li- 
quid ocean, and though it was ſo ſtormy and 
boiſterous, that the diſciples, though in a 
ſhip, were in the utmoſt danger, yet, though 
he was trampling upon the waves, was in 
none at all, and theſe boiſterous raging waves 
were ſo far from ſuffering him to ſink, as that 
they bore him up, and he walked upon them, 
as on the ſolid earth. The God of glory 
therein diſcovered himſelf to be powerful and 
full of majeſty, yea, to be the Lord of the 
ſea, and that he was truly and properly God, 
who is deſcribed treading upon the waves of 
the ſea, Job ix. 8. and as being upon the 
waters, as in the context: and ſo he goes on 
in the following verſes, obſerving what he is 


in his rn, What he has done, and what 
; | he 
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he will do; and he tells us, in the words of 
our text, that Jehovah, the fountain of being, 
the God of Peace, will bleſs his people with 
Peace. In ſpeaking therefore to the words of 
my text, I ſhall conſider, 

Firſt, The benefit which is here men- 
tioned; namely, Peace. 

Secondly, Who they are that are W 
here with, his people, they are called the ſons 
of Peace, Luke x. 6. and however the world 

£ rages, and the waves of the ſea roar and make 
a noiſe, mountains totter, and every thing may 

ſeem to be in a fluctuating - ſituation, and all 

the foundations to be out of courſe, yet, never- 
theleſs, God is their refuge; and therefore, in 

| ſtormy and tempeſtuous ſeaſons, they are quiet 

and eaſy. How ſweetly does the Pſalmiſt 
fing, God 7s our refuge and ſtrength, a very. 
preſent help in trouble; therefore will not we 
fear, though the earth be moved. Pſalm xlvi. 

12. 

Thirdly, How theſe people come to enjoy 
this benefit. It is Jehovah, the eternal and 
ſelf-exiſtent God; this is a name wherein he 

doth moſt delight, and in this word he doth, 
as it were, ſum up all his infinite glorious per- 
fections, who is the author of being, or eſſence, 
and exiſtence itſelf, who giveth being and 
exiſtence to every thing; and therefore, you 
may depend upon it, he will perform bis pro- 
miſe. It is not what they deſerve, merit, or 
C 2 procure : 
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procure: no; for they deſerve nothing but the 
fiery indignation which ſhall devour his ad- 
verſaries: nor is it any thing that they attain ; 
but it is the bleſſing of Jehovah, that gives 
them tranquillity, that affords them Peace. 
. Fourthly, I ſhall conſider the obligations 
this bleſſing lays a people under. The Lord 
will bleſs his people with Peace. I ſhall con- 
ſider, = 

Firſt, The benefit, the favour, or the mercy, 
that is expreſſed in my text, it is Peace; a won- 
derful bleſſing this, to all that are the lovers of 
This word Peace, in the oracles of God, 
comes under a variety of acceptations, and 
ſometimes ſignifies Peace with God, which is 

by the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, Who has 
made Peace by the blood of his croſs. Hence 

he is called our Peace, Epb. ii. 14, 15. and 
we are ſaid to have Peace with God through 
Chriſt, Rom. v. 1. At other times, it fignifies 
Peace with men, which conſiſts in mutual con- 
cord between man and man, or deliverance 
from ſuch as are enemies unto us, Prov. xvi. 

/ 7. Pſal. xxxiv. 14. At other times, and in 
other places, it ſignifies that quiet repoſe 
which the Chriſtian doth here enjoy, which 

is both external and internal, ariſing from a 
believing view of their being juſtified in the 
name of the Lord Jeſus, and ſanctified by the 
ſpirit of our God. Alſo it ſignifies that E 
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reſt, joy, and felicity, which the ſaints enjoy 


in heaven, where they are out of the reach of 


every enemy, there is none to diſturb them 
more, I,. lvii. 2. they ſhall enter into Peace, 
As ſoon as the believer dies he enters into 
Peace, into a ſtate where there is every thing 
that makes for Peace, there is the God of 
Peace, and there is nothing there that can 
diſturb their Peace; no fin within, nor Satan's 
temptations without; there is nothing to diſ- 
quiet them in the celeſtial world, every thing 
there is perfect tranquillity, and undiſturbed 
Peace. But laſtly, it ſignifies that public 
Peace, which a nation is favuured with, when 
it reſts from war, when freed from foreign or 
civil wars; and it is in this ſenſe I ſhall con- 
fider the word; as it reſpects that national 
bleſſing we this day do record, and are called 
upon from the throne to be thankful to the 
God of Peace for. Oh, my brethren, what 
a mercy we enjoy, in having ſuch. a prince 
upon the throne, that calls upon us to join in 
public thankſgivings with him, for the bleſſing 
we are favoured with, the bleſſing of Peace! 
We find that this word Peace doth ſignify, 
that public tranquillity which a nation doth 
enjoy, when it is freed from foreign or do- 
meſtic broils. Thus the word is uſed in the 
ſecond book of Kings, xx. 19. Then ſaid Hee 
zekiah unto Iſaiah, good is the word of the 
Lord which thou haſt ſpoken :; he ſaid moreover, 
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14 NATIONAL PEACE 
for there ſhall be Peace and truth in my days. 
So we are told in Joſhua and Judges, that the 
land had ref? from wars, Joſh. xi. ver. 23. 
So it 1s likewiſe declared, upon the like occa- 
ſion, in the book of Judges, chap. iii. 11 
and 30. How pleaſing muſt this be to the 
oppreſſed Iſraelites! And who among us can 
be ſo inſenſible of, and unconcerned about, his 
neighbour's welfare, as to feel no anxiety for 
thoſe countries' which are the ſeat of war, 
and feel all its direful calamities. Hence 
we find, that the Holy Ghoſt, in a very 
ſtriking manner, does repreſent the matter, 
and in a moſt elegant and entertaining way ſet 
it forth, in the ninth chapter of 1/azah, fifth 
verſe, Every battle of the warrior 1s with con- 
fu fed noiſe, and garments rolled in blood. What 
a noiſe is there in an army, eſpecially when 
Joining battle with another ! what beating of 
drums! what ſounding of trumpets what a 
noiſe occaſioned by the neighing of horſes, the 
claſhing of armour ! and, when it comes to gar- 
ments rolled in blood, oh what groans of the 
wounded and the expiring then! But when 
God bleſſes a people with Peace, there is no 
more noiſe of this kind, no confuſion ; but all 
is quiet, all is ſtil], 
Now, who ſo devoid of all ſenſe and hu- 
manity, as not to be thankful for, and pleaſed 
that we have reſt from war? -Such 9 
5 | 7 little 
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little think what character the Holy Ghoſt 


gives them, and how he deſcribes them in the 
word of God: he repreſents them as rhe 
. troubled ſea, that cannot reſt, 7/a. lvii. ver. 20. 
and as they are not quiet themſelves, they will 
diſquiet all where-ever they come; they will 
diſturb families, kingdoms, and nations, if 
they poſſibly can; for they are never eaſy, but 
when doing miſchief. Thus the Pſalmiſt gives 
a true and juſt picture of them, when he ſaith, 

they deviſe miſchief upon their beds, and ſet 


themſelves in a way that is not good, P/al. 


xxxvi. 4. Theſe, therefore, God will lead 
forth with the workers of iniquity, but Peace 
ſhall be upon Iſrael, faith the fame inſpired 


writer, P/al. cxxv, 5. 


This brings me to consider the ſecond thing, 


which is, to point out who they are that are 


thus favoured. It is his people. Theſe people, 


which are here called his, are the people 
which he has taken for himſelf, his choſen, 
as he did Iſrael of old, whom he formed for 
himſelf, Iſa. xliii. 21. whom he choſe for his 


peculiar treaſure, Pſal. cxxxv. 4. whom he 


has taten from the midſt of another nation, as 


he ſaid, in Deut. iv. 32, 33, 34. Theſe 
were typical of his choſen, which are ſcat- 
tered up and down in every nation under the 


whole heavens: and as God has a remnant, 


according to the election of grace, in theſe 
Iles of Great Britain and Ireland, it is for 
their 
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their ſakes that the Lord does favour this na- 
tion. He has had his Moſes's and his Joſhua's, 
who have ſtood in the gap, that have wreſtled 
with him by fervent prayer. He has heard 
and given an anſwer to their cries: and the 
impending ſtorm has been removed, and he 
has ſcattered the gloomy clouds. Many a time 
when their fears have roſe very high, and pale- 
neſs has ſeized all faces, by reaſon of the pre- 
vailing of their enemies, as in good Hezekiah's 
time, Hezekiah prayed, God heard; and ſee 
what a meſſage God ſent the prophet with ; 
Iſa. xxxvii. 21 to 29. aye, and in this late war, 
how has God appeared for this ſinful land! 
'Theſe are alled bo his people, becauſe, as he 
has choſen them to himſelf, ſo he has re- 
deemed them by the blood of Chriſt. The 
ranſom- price was not filver and gold, nor all 
the treaſures of the Indies, theſe were too low 
to atone for fin: to expiate their guilt, nothing 
ſhort of the Divine Redeemer's blood could 
deliver them from wrath to come, 1 Pet. i. 17, 
18, 19. which being done in due time, he calls 
them to his foot, wins them to himſelf, and 
_ draws them with the filken cords of his love, 
- overcomes their hearts by the ſhedding abroad 
of his love there by the Holy Ghoft : theſe 
are called the ſons of Peace, for they are 
nearly allied to him that is the God of - Shang 
being in union to the Prince of Peace: theſe 
are called. to © Follow Peace with all men, and 
225 holineſs, 
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holineſs, without which no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord, Heb. Xii. 14. 7 
Thirdly, I proceed to conſider how theſe 
people come to enjoy the benefit of outward 
Peace, the bleſſings of a national Peace; it is 
contained in theſe words: The Lord will bleſs 
his people with Peace. From which it is plain 
and obvious to thoſe that have any regard to 
their bibles, that the outward Peace and 
tranquillity which God's people, and the na- 
tion in which they are, enjoy, is the gift of 
God; it is the bleſſing of Jehovah, and a 
choice one it is. If we conſider that when 
national Peace is enjoyed, the people of God, 
wherever they are ſcattered, uſually do enjoy 
Peace and reſt. The Lord himſelf inſtructed 
them to pray for the Peace of the place or 
the city where they were caſt, ſaying, And 
feek the Peace of the city whither I have 
cauſed you to be carried away captives, and 
pray unto the Lord for it: for in the Peace 
thereof ſhall ye have Peace, Jerem. xxix. 7. 
Now if theſe captives are thus enjoined in a 
ſtrange land, how much more ſhould we, who 
are called unto Peace, ſeek and pray for the 
ſafety, peace, and proſperity of our native 
iſle, and do all that in us lies to promote it ? 
for hereon our own ſafety and welfare, as a 
people, doth depend. Let us therefore ſeek 
Peace and purſue it, by looking up to the 
God of Peace, that he will continue this 
. D os bleſſing 
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bleſſing unto us: for it is he that bleſſes his 
people with Peace, Accordingly we find 
Elihu, in that ſacred ſtory of the life of Job, 

faith, That when he giveth quietneſs (or Peace) 
who then can make trouble ? and when he hideth 
his face, wwho then can behold bim? whether it be 
done againſt a nation, or againſt a man only, Job 
xxxiv. 29. And truly it was of national Peace 
that the Lord ſpake by the prophet, when he 
ſaid, I make Peace. He claimed it as his 
prerogative, Iſaiah xlv. 7. And we find the 
church of God was confident of this when 
ſhe ſaid, he ſhall work all our works in us, 
and for us; yea, the Lord gives out an order 
when he pleaſeth for the peace of a nation, 
and there is none can Bades it. Hence 
the royal preacher ſays, The counſel of the 
Lord it ' ſhall fland; and that there is no _w1ſ- 
dom nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt the 
Lord; the horſe is prepared againſt the day of 


battle, but ſafety is of the Lord. Safety or Peace 


7s of the Lord, Prov. XX1. 30, 31. So when 
God is reſolved to bleſs his A. with Peace, 
to bleſs a nation with outward Peace, that 
they may attend to their ſeveral avocations in 
life, and go on proſperouſſy in their bufineſs, 
that they may be ſerviceable to his caule, it is 
not all the devils in hell, nor all the powers 
upon the earth, that can hinder or prevent it. 
Our God is not a man that he ſhould lie, nor 
F 5: the 
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the fon of man that he ſhould repent. He 


. 2s of one mind, and there is none can turn him; 
and what his ſoul deſireth, that he doth, Job 
Xxxiii. 14. Therefore, when he bleſſes his 


people with outward or national Peace, he 


collates, grants, or beſtows the favour, the 
benefit, the good he deſigned. When he 
bleſſes he doth it like himſelf: for he is a 


God that hath all to beſtow : therefore, ſays 


David, Thou art God, and do thou bleſs me, 
I Chron. xvii, 26. And the fame noble per- 

ſonage ſaith, Happy is the people, whoſe God ts 
the Lord, Palm cxliv. 15. Now it is this 
Lord Jehovah who is the Covenant God of 
his people, that worketh all things according 


to the counſel of his own will. It is this God 


that is our God for ever and ever, and will 
be our guide even unto death ; that brings 
about this bleſſing of Peace, of national 
Peace, in ſpite of all the malice of hell and 
earth. And as to this preſent Peace, I look 
upon it to be of the Lord; it is his hand that 
hath effected and brought it about; it is he 
that bleſſes his people with it: to ſay or think 
otherwiſe is no better, in my eſteem, than to 
think and ſay there is no God that 8 in 


the armies of heaven, or among the inhabit- 


ants of the earth; and we well know how 
ſuch are branded by the Holy Ghoſt, Pſalm 


XIV. I. — Peace is the bleſſing of 4 | 


D 2 hovah. 
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hovah. National Peace muſt be a great and 
choice bleſſing, if we conſider the nature of 
war, and the direful effects of the waſting 
and devouring ſword. Thus when the Lord 
ſpeaks of executing judgment in the world, 

he faith, I will call for a fword upon all the 
inhabitants of the earth, Ezek. xxv. 29. That 
is war which is occaſioned by a va and 
blood-thirſty enemy, who is armed with a 
ſword, and other military inſtruments, which 
makes grievous work. The miſeries occaſi- 
oned by war are too many to enumerate, and 
too ſhocking to dwell upon. How alarming 
the ſound of the trumpet when it calls to 
arms! how terrible the roaring of cannon, 
that thunder of war which ſcatters death plen- 
tifully without reſpect of perſons! What ran- 
ſacking of houſes | what plundering of towns 
and villages ! what depopulation of countries! 
- what devaſtation doth it make! it turns a fruit- 
ful field into a dreary wilderneſs, and plea» 
fant palaces into deſolation. What can be 
more moving, more affecting, and more 
pictureſque, than the account of this awful 
ſcene, as it is deſcribed in the volume of in- 
ſpiration; the prophet Ifaiah gives a ſtriking 
repreſentation thereof, chap. ix. 5, And in 
Lamentations we are told, that they raviſhed 
' the women in Zion, and the maids in the cities 


of Judab, chap, v. 11. 
79 4 Theſe, 
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Theſe, and a thouſand more cruelties and 


inhuman barbarities and miſeries have been 


felt where the ſeat of the late war was. 
How pleaſant, how reviving then muſt it 
be to them, who have endured ſuch hard- 
ſhips, ſuch injuries, to hear of and to en- 
joy the blefling of Peace; .to find Peace 


with her chearing olives ſheltering their 


abodes! A- blefling indeed! I dare ſay, it is 


highly eſteemed by them who have felt the 


bitterneſs of the late cruel and bloody war, tho 


(I am forry to ſay it) fo little prized by many 


here. Beſides, ſuch perſons muſt be devoid 


of all humanity, as are for continuing of 


war, when all the ends of engaging therein 


are anſwered : and are not all the ends an- 
ſwered, the moſt ſanguine expectations, and 
all our deſires anſwered ? why then ſhould 
there not be an end to the effuſion of blood ? 
TIl add further, that the calamities cauſed by 


war, occaſion great mournings in numerous 


families, great and ſmall; the ſword knows 
no diſtinction of perſons, nor do the inſtru- 
ments of death know any difference. How 
is the number of our widows and helpleſs 


orphans increaſed ! ſo that the ſword drawn is 


a terrible thing; and it makes terrible work in 
families, in towns, in cities, and nations: for 
when the ſword is without, there is terror 
within, and ſuch as is oft- times very deſtruc- 
tive. The word without and terror within 


ſhall 
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ſhall deſtroy both the young man and the virgin; 


the ſuckling alſo, with the man of grey hairs, 
Deut. xxxit. 25. Now when this is the aw- 
ful caſe, people's hearts are uſually preſſed 
with terror ; ſuch terror as frequently bereaves 
many of their ſenſes, and others of their 
lives: for the ſword is a kind of magor miſ- 
ſabib What uneaſineſs, what diſtreſs, what 
concern have I ſeen in ſome, at particular 


times, ſince the commencement of the late 
war! In a word, ſuch are the melancholy, 


ſuch are the diſmal effects of war, that, in the 
time thereof, many are driven from their 
friends, habitations, and countries; huſbands 
ſeparated from their wives and children, and 
every thing that is dear and valuable. Many, 


too many can tell you, experimentally tell, 


what difficulties they have been expoſed to 
during this long and tedious war : though we, 
in this happy iſle, have neither ſeen nor felt 


any of theſe inhuman barbarities, of theſe 


diſtrefling things which our fellow creatures 
have been exerciſed with ; for where the ſeat 
of war is, there cannot but be trouble and 
ſorrow : confuſed noiſe is the muſic of war, 
and garments rolled in blood the bravery of it. 


But IIl proceed no further upon ſo unpleaſing 


a ſubject, ſuch a gloomy melancholy theme; 


and aſk, Who is there who has any bowels of pi- 


ty, who has any ſentiments of compaſſion, who 
has any tender concern for his poor fellow crea- 
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tares, that can be diſpleaſed that we have the 
bleflings of Peace; eſpecially as it is both an 
honourable and advantageous one? A Peace fo 
fraught with benefits, that I may venture to 
ſay, in my humble opinion, none like it ever 
graced the Britiſh annals. 

But, Secondly, Peace, national Peace, will 
appear to be a national bleſſing, if we conſider 
the benefits thereof, Peace is that which, 
under God's providence, is a means, a happy 
means of preſerving things, places, and perſons 
intire; whereas war waſtes and conſumes all. 

Hence Peace among the Hebrews notes 
freedom from war's tumults, a quiet condi- 
tion of life, and all kinds of outward happi- 
neſs : therefore, when the Jews wiſhed hap- 
pineſs to a man, they withed him Peace. The 
benefits ariſing from the bleſſing of Peace, 
in a general view, are very many, and 
very great: for when Peace, balmy Peace 
ſpreads her pleaſing wings, ſhe heals the na- 
tion, and caſts her beneficial odours all around 
upon man and beaſt. When ſhe diſplays her 
chearing olives, We fit under our vines, and 
under our fig- trees, as Judah and Iſrael did all 
the days of Solomon, 1 Kings iv. 25. Yea the 
tree of the field ſhall yield her fruit, and the 
earth ſhall yield her increaſe; and God's chil- 

dren fhall be ſafe in their Land, and fhall 
| know that God is the Lord; and they: fhall 
dwell ſafely, and none ſhall make them afraid. 

Fat: og | All 
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All this flows from that covenant of Peace, 
which, when it is diſcovered by the divine 
ſpirit, affords ſuch tranquillity, as that all 
dread is removed, and fear of danger is taken 
away, and we dwell ! in the utmoſt ſecurity; 
lie down, and ſleep in Peace and ſafety, the 
Lord ſuſtaining us, Ezek. xxxiv. 25, 26, 
27, 28. Thus when the Lord inſtructs Mo- 
ſes to order the ſons of Levi to ſpeak when 
they bleſſed Iſrael's ſons; The Lord bleſs thee and 
keep thee ; the Lord make his face to ſhine upon 
thee, and be gracious unto thee ; the Lord life 
up his countenance upon thee, and give thee 
Peace. And they ſhall put my name upon the 
children of Tee and I will bleſs them, Numb. 
vi. 23, 24, 25, 26, 27. Again, when the 
Lord bleſſes a nation with Peace, there is 
uſually an opportunity for extending trade 
and commerce, and for every one to exerciſe 
the talents that God has given unto him: 
and, above all, there is no more the bloody 
ſword, nor the claſhing of the glittering ſpear 
nor are we ſhocked with beholding the unplea- 
ſing fight of garments rolled in blood; no 
more is the indulgent huſband torn away from 8 
his affectionate wife and tender offspring. He 
now doth know that his tabernacle is in Peace, 
and vifits his habitation, and doth not fin, Job v. 
24. This outward Peace is the choiceſt of 
outward bleſſings: this gives beauty and a 
balmy ſweetneſs to all the bleſſings of Provi- 
e ; 


5 
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dence; for riches without Peace are but gild- 
ed thorns, and honour but a higher kind of 
' miſery : therefore the Lord promiſes that his 
people ſhall dwell in a peaceable habitation, 
and in ſure. dwellings, and in quiet reſting - 
places. The ſhepherd in the fields can now 
attend his fleecy care without fear of danger, 
and the huſbandman his employ without any 
dread, and cultivate his land with conſum- 
mate pleaſure, Iſaiah xxxii. 18. But that 
which raiſes the matter ſuperlatively higher is, 
that Zion is a peaceable habitation; - ah! a 
bleſſing this indeed! Look upon Zion the city 
of our ſolemnities, thine eyes ſhall ſee Feruſa- 
lem a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that ſhall 
not be taken down, nor one of the ſtakes. thereof 
ever be removed, neither ſhall any of the cords 
| thereof be broken, Iſa. xxxiii. 20. Thus to 
enjoy our civil and religious liberties, to have 
them ſecured by law, is the zenith of all out- 
ward peace and proſperity. Now we can 
meet together to worſhip God at any time, at 
A times, and not be afraid of the -ruffian's 
ſword, or the aſſaſſin's dagger: a blefling 
which our forefathers fought carefully with 
tears. Oh! how would they have rejoiced to 
have ſeen theſe days! their tears would have 
been turned into ſongs of praiſe, and their 
prayers into thankfgivings; and with hearts 
full of | gratitude would they haye peaceably 
improved theſe * God 1 5 
3 We 
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26 NATIONAL PEACE 


bid "ou: that any of their Jekcinidanty ſhould 
prove degenerate Eſau's, = endanger the loſs 
of theſe ineſtimable privileges, by their in- 
gratitude to heaven, and our ur es of kings, the 
kind protector of them. Wherefore then, as 
we revere the name of the Lord, let us honour 
the king, and ever lead quiet and peaceable lives 
in all godlineſs and — 1 Pet. ii. 17: 
1 Tim. ii. 2. Oh! what ir Rh ſhould 
poſſeſs our hearts, who have any love to God, 
and to his cauſe ! that he has caſt-our lot in 
this happy iſland, and has bleſt us with Peace. 
May we ever retain a due ſenſe of theſe things 
on our minds, and conſtantly expreſs it by 
the moſt chearful and loyal obedience: to our 
great and moſt excellent ſovereign. Let us 
learn to bleſs God for him, and to be earneſt 
at the throne; that God will bleſs him with 
abundance of Peace in his ons 
Moreover, another bleſſing which and 
national Peace is, when its quiet has been 
torn to pieces with inteſtine broits and feuds, 
or a foreign war, there is Peace 'brough 
war; and tranquillity, profound tranquillity, 
and a quiet ſtate out of unſettledneſs, which is a 
wonderful bleſſing, and a work worthyof God: 
it is that which he himſelf claims as his own. 
Come, behold the works of” the Lord, what 
deſolation he hath made in the earth : be 
-maketh wars to ceaſe umo the end of the 
earth : be 6 the bow, wy" cutteth | the 


ear 
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ſpear 1 ** 1 Ae burnetb the chariot in the 
fire: be ſtill, and know that I am God: 1 
will be exalted. in the earth. And, in the 
next verſe, he tells us, that it is he that breaks 
the bow; that it is he who deftroy s all the in- 
ftruments of war, Pſalm xlvi. Fo 
fore we find when the Lord's orfmiſes are 
formed, which reſpect the glory of the chu in 
in the latter day, and the profound tranquillity 
which ſhall be then enjoyed, it is ſaid, that 
many nations ſhall come, and ſay, Come, and 
let us go unto the Houſe of the Lord, and to the 
Houſe of the God of Jacob; and he will teach 
zes of. his ways, and we will walk in his paths; 
for the law ſhall go forth of Sion, and the 
word of the Lord from Jeruſalem : and he will 
Judge among the nations, and ſhall rebuke many 
people ; and they ſhall beat their. fwords into 
ploughſbares, po; their ſpears into pruning 
' books: nation ſhall not hft up ſword againſt 
nation, neither ſhall they learn war. any more. 
Thus when he gives Peace, then. the inſtru- 
ments of war are turned to other purpoſes, 
as expreſſed above : then ſhall there be per- 
manent Peace, when the nations ſhall not 
learn war any more; which will be. fulfilled 
in every citcumſtance thereof, when our great 
Prince, the Prince of Peace, will take his 
power, and reign in mount Zion, and before bis 
ancients gloriouſly, Iſa. ii. 3, 4. xxiv. 23. for 
in his 1. * ſhall be abundance of Peace, 
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28 NATIONAL PEACE 
as promiſed, Pſalm Ixxii. 7. In his days all 
little bickerings and low ftrifes ſhall ſubſide; 
for Judah ſhall not ver Ephraim, nor ſhall 
Epbraim envy Judah; and of the increaſe of 
hrs government and Peace there ſhall be no end, 
Ta. ix. 7. III add, this is the gift of 

WER t is the Lord that bleſſes with, 


auſes PR to continue : to preſerve Peace 


is as choice a bleſſing as to give it. It re- 


quires the ſame power to continue the privi- 


lege as to beſtow it. Thus when that proud 


monarch the king of Aſſyria, in a moſt haugh 


manner, threatened to diſturb the repoſe, and 


to trouble Jeruſalem, to break the Peace, &c. 
Ifa. xxxvi. from the 2d verſe to the end, the 


Lord ordered Iſaiah to go to his ſervant Heze- 


kiab (who was mourning, as appears from 
chap. xxxvii. 1.) with a meſlage from him 
ſelf, and to tell him that the 4:ng of Afyria 
2 not come into this city, nor ſhoot an ar- 
row there, nor come before it with , ſhields, nor 
caſt a bank againſt it : by the way that he came, 


by the fame ſhall he return, and ſhall not come 


znto this city, ſaith the Lord; for I will defend 


this city to ſave it for my own ſake, and for 


my ſervant David's ſake. And we are told, 


ot: in the next evening, an angel went forth, | 


mote in the camp of the Aſſyrians an hun- 

2 fourſeore and five thouſand ; and when 
they aroſe in the morning they were all dead 
ct. Thus Sennacberib ing of Aſſyria de- 
_ parted 


1 
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parted, and went and returned, and dwelt at | 
Nineveh, Iſa. xxxvii. 33, 34, 35, 36, 37. 80 
that we ſee wars return after Peace, as clouds 
return after rain, unleſs the Lord forbid and 
prevent them. And if our God had not con- 
tinued and confirmed our Peace in a national 
way, ſuch is the turbulent and reſtleſs ſpirit of 
many, that we might have been involved in 
blood again before this time. But if God 
bleſſes his People with Peace, who can reverſe 
it? Let us therefore eye his hand ultimately 
and ſupremely in this matter, in giving and 
continuing this invaluable blefling, for an un- | 
x mp bleſſing it is, let ungrateful mortals | 
ink and fay as they pleaſe. | 

Here give me leave to obſerve, that there 
are two general evils we, as a nation, are 
noted for, and which frequently prevail among 
us. 

The firſt i is unthankfulneſs : this England 4? 
is noted for. Ingratitude is a prevailing vice, 
and no where ſurely can it be more rife than 
here: for we really, I am ſorry to fay it, ap- 
pear. to be an ungrateful, unthankful, per- 
verſe people; a ſeed of evil doers : this has 
diſcovered itſelf fo of late, that it is too evident 
to be denied. Witneſs the ſhameful clamours, 
and the tumultuous. ſpirits that ſubſiſt. But 
that any who profeſs to be born from above, 
whoſe converſation ſhould be in heaven, 
ſhould follow the. multitude to do evil, is 

| ſtrange. 
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ſtrange. It is ſhameful that any who profeſs 
ts be followers of the Prince of Peace ſhould 
follow any thing elſe but the things which 
make for Peace, and whereby they may edify 
one another: but ſo unhappy is it, that as if 
it was not ſufficient for thoſe that have caſt off 
the fear of God, and have no regard for man, 
to be noiſy and troubleſome, but they muſt join 
the common crowd, and murmur, and be 
. unthankful for they know not what nor 
Another thing is, we are ready to make an 
ill uſe of the mercies, and not duly to im- 
prove thoſe bleſſings, that we are in he enjoy- 
ment of. How many abuſe the mercy and 
the blefling of Peace to nurſe up their pride, 
wantonneſs, and vanity? In what luxury 
and riot do many live, ſquandering away their 
time, and their health, in ſuch a licentious way, 


neglected ? What reaſon is there to fear, that 
we ſhall loſethat Peace which we have ſo much 
contemined, and have. almoſt turned into a war 
with God himſelf? How few are there that 
pay any regard to ordinances? How is the 


Lord's Day broke in upon? Whereas we are 


commanded to ſubmit to every ordinance of 

man, for the Lord's fake, whether it be to the 
king as ſupreme, or unto governors, or unto 
them that are ſent by them, 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. 
How ſhamefully are we divided among our- 
98 | 1 ſelves? 
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ſelves? And divided intereſt makes great and 
diſagreeable diſtances, which are abetted and 
hotly. purſued by too many in this nation; ſo 
that inſtead of improving the bleſſing of Peace, 
theſe go the ready way to open ſuch breaches 
through which trouble uſually enters and 
comes upon the nation, and give our enemies 

great advantages over us. Wherefore, as we 
value the prgþeuty of Zion, let us be con- 
cerned to improve the preſent bleſſing, and 
be united as one man, to ſeek the Peace of 
our native country, and gr it by all ways, 
and all means, looking u de God of 
Peace, that he will quiet the brat ſpirits 
of the people, and bruiſe that devil of diſcon- 
tent under our feet, which ſo diſquiets the 
nation: for it is he and he only that can do. 
this, and give quietneſs to a people that are fo 
divided in opinions and intereſt; and if he is 
pleaſed, of his great goodneſs, to inſtruct us 
to make a right uſe ef the preſent favour, we 
ſhall have abundant reaſon to be thankful for 
the ſame, and with conſummate pleaſure wait 
upon him who gives Peace in our borders, and 
continues this moſt admirable mercy, not- 
withſtanding we are ſo unhappily difanited 
among ourſelves. Let us therefore ferve the 
Lord with trembling, and be in a holy fear, 
leſt, through: murmuring and complaining, 
we 22 our God, on fin away our Peace. 
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and ſo make trouble for ourſelves the condi- 
tion of ſuch a people is woeful indeed. ; 
I come now to conſider the laſt thing 3 


which is, | Oe > | 5 5G 
Fcourthly, the obligations that this bleſſing 
of Peace lays ſuch a people under. And 


truly the obligations are great and many: 


they are far too numerous-for me to enter 
upon, or take notice of at this time: but ſure 
I am, that praiſe and thanks are due to our God 


for the amazing ſucceſs he has given to us, an 
. undeſerving people. This is the whole of the 
'work of this day; it is to acknowledge his 
' goodneſs in giving ſuch intrepidity of ſpirit to 
our troops, ſuch ſucceſs to our fleets and ar- 
mies: for had the ſcale been turned, and had 
the ſame ſucceſs been given to our enemies, 
under what ſcenes of trouble might we have 
been involved, and under what difficulties 
might all have groaned from the hands of 
thoſe whoſe tender mercies are cruelties, who 
are never eaſy but when they are doing miſ- 
chief! What helliſh plots and traps have they 
laid to deprive us of all that is moſt dear and 


precious | How craftily have they laid their 


ſchemes to deprive us of all that is dear and 
valuable to us as Engliſnmen and Proteſtants ; 
yea, ſuch is their enmity, that we Diſſenters, 
above all, could they have their will, muſt ex- 
pect to feel the weight of their iron hands: 
aye, ſo reſtleſs are their ſpirits after perſecution, 


4 N | that 


. — 


A Choice Bleſſing of the Lord. 33 
that they are like the troubled ſea, never eaſy 


but when they are either contriving or doing 


miſchief; ſo that we are no longer ſafe, 


than whilſt our God, by his good providence, 
keeps them in, as with bit and bridle. Oh, 


then, as the enemy's power is greatly reduced, 


and hereupon a Peace concluded, let us ſay 
with the Pſalmiſt, who, upon conſidering 


what God had done for him in raiſing him up 
from a low eſtate to the throne of Iſrael, 
ſays, what ſhall I render to the Lord for all bis 
benefits towards me? Pſalm cxvi. 12. As if he 
had ſaid, ſhall I render him no tribute of 
praiſe, no expreſſions. of thankfulneſs? then 
would all living reproach my ingratitude; - 
but I will not reſt here in bare expreſſion of 
gratitude with my lips: no; my delire 1s, 
that my life may be devoted to ſhew forth the 


glory of that God who hath done ſuch great 


things for me. The Lord has done great things 
for us, whereof we are glad. But Oh! my 
Brethren, if, as the juſt reward of our national 
crimes, the ſcene had been turned, and ſuc- 
ceſs given to our inveterate enemies, what a 
train of melancholy conſequences would have 
immediately been preſented to our view? 
Who can think thereof without ſome degree 
of horror, without ſhuddering ? but, bleſſed 
be God that giveth victory to kings, he, for 
bis own ſake, bath wrought ſalvation for us. 
Pſalm cvi. 8. And indeed it is for his own 
name's-ſake that we enjoy the ſingular favour, 


the peculiar bleſſing which we this day record; = 
1 885 1 F . 
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for the crying fins of the nation and the fins 
of profeſſors are riſen to a prodigious height; 
they are ſwelled to a great bulk, they are of _ 
an enormous ſize. What ſabbath-breaking 
what profaneneſs! what pride! what lewd- 
neſs] what luxury! and in ſhort there is no- 
thing ſo bad but it prevails; iniquity abounds, 
and the love of many waxes cold: yea, ſuch 
ignorance of the ſcriptures, ſuch negle& and 
_ contempt is caſt upon them, as is enough 
to make one's heart tremble. How is the 
_ goſpel and the ordinances deſpiſed ! how few 
regard Sion's ſolemn meetings for prayer, 
church meetings, and meetings for the preach- 
ing of the word ! how are they diſregarded 
by too, too many. even of Sion's children ! 
Some can find time for every thing, and any 
thing ; but to wait on the Lord they have nei- 
ther an heart, time, nor leiſure. And tho 
we, like Ephraim, are joined to idols, yet 
the Lord has not dealt with us according to our 
ſins, nor rewarded us as our aggravated tranſ- 
greſſions deſerve, which ke might juſtly have 
done, but has bleſſed us with Peace. What 
gratitude and thankfulneſs doth this call for at 
our hands! Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and 
forget not all his benefits. And though ſome, | 
through a general diſregard of providence; 


and the great governor of the world, are not 


afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities, but ſtrive 
which ſhall outdo the other in reproaching 
and vilifying the beſt of governors, and the 
8 government we live under; let us ſtu- 
5 28 I 
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diouſly endeavour, yea diſtinguiſh ourſelves 7 
ſhewing a high regard for our moſt excellent 
king, and our happy conſtitution, and now 
ſuffer ourſelves to be prevailed upon, or ſo in- 
fatuated, as to join the tumultuous ſpirits - * 
which ſo diſturb the repoſe and tranquillity of 

the nation. It is aſtoniſhing to me that any, 

who are not enemies to their country, (which 

I believe is the caſe with many) ſhould. be 

carried away with the common infatuation, 

and join the factious in their wicked labours. 

Let us be very cautious how we give into any 
miſrepreſentation of public affairs. Do not 

give any credit to the unkind, unnatural, not 

to ſay malicious (tho' it looks too much like 

it) conſtructions that are put at this time upon 
almoſt every meaſure taken by authority. Do 
not be perſuaded to think your liberties or 
privileges are in any danger ſo long as 
George the Third ſways the Britiſh ſcep- 
tre. You may reſt ſatisfied, that thoſe 
who make this hideous outcry are no friends 
thereunto, let them pretend to what they will: 
therefore pay no regard to them, but be thank- - | 
ful, very thankful, that the devouring ſword 
is ſheathed, and that we have Peace and truth 
in our border. Oh! love Peace and truth ; - 
and, by a due and proper improvement of the 
| peculiar advantages the late Peace has provided 
and inſured, you may, if the Lord is pleaſed 
©  1o to ſpirit you, add to your felicity all the 

riches, ſplendor, and greatneſs, that the trade 

and commerce of a flouriſhing kingdom can 
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| Furniſh, and all the honour that power can be- 
ſtow. Let us therefore not loſe: the oppor- 
=P tunity, by liſtening or giving way to that evil 
4 ſpirit that is gone forth; but readily, chear- 
fully, and thankfully record the goodneſs of 
our God in bleſſing us with Peace, and uſe the 
benefit to the glory of God, by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſtudy the things that make for public and 
private Kos, and how we may edify one 
another. 
Io conclude: Let us pray for the Peace of 
| Jeruſalem, the proſperity. of Zion; for the 
ö word aſſures us, that they (hall proſper that 
M love her: and whatever . ifs do, let us never 
* ceaſe to pray for the preſervation, ſafety, and 
true glory of our beſt of kings, for every di- 
3 | vine bleſſing to deſcend. on his royal perſon, : 
7 on his truly amiable and illuſtrious queen, his 
royal highneſs the prince of Wales, and all the 
royal family. Let us do the utmoſt in our 
1 power to undeceive our miſguided fellow ſub- 
1 jects, and promote loyalty to his Majeſty 
F King George, whom God grant long to reign. 
In a word, let us improve every bleſſing and 
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| | every mercy, to the promoting the intereſt of 
| þ true religion and godlineſs. Then may we 


generation according to the will of God, we 

thall enter in that world of Peace which will 

2 - never know an end.” Now may. the God of 

1 8 give you Peace by all ways andall means, 
N to whow be 0 for ever and ever. ea 1 ; 
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